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IDAHO FISH & GAME | If ” VULNERABILITY RANKING

CLIMATE

Species not yet assessed .

NON-CLIMATE

CONFIDENCE

Physiological, phenological, or ecological factors to
consider when planning conservation projects:

Huckleberry?

Vaccinium membranaceum &
Vaccinium caespitosum

Photo Credit: Washington State Department.of Natural.Resources

CALL TO ACTION
OVERVIEW

» Protect huckleberries from Huckleberries are important to.Ktunaxa culture and

overharvesting and destructive as a food source for Grizzly bear. Huckleberries
harvest practices* thrive in higher elevations.and c¢old nighttime

temperatures. Warming temperatures may threaten
Protect areas with concentrations plant development and lead to lower fruit yields:
of huckleberry plants Increased development is leading to loss of

habitat and overharvesting. Destructive harvesting
Conserve high-alpine practices, such as rakes, threaten huckleberry
ecosystems, which are especially survival. Enforcing policies to protect huckleberries
important as the climate from illegal harvesting methods will be important to
continues to change long-term sustainability.

*The US Forest Service is implementing huckleberry har-
vesting permits in the Gifford-Pinchot Forest.

» Huckleberries prefer high elevations and cooler
nighttime temperatures.

» Huckleberries are sensitive to temperature and
substantial snowpack is important for berry production.

Vulnerability Rankings ' Methodology

These priority species have been assessed for

climate and non-climate vulnerability using a process
adapted from the Washington Department of Fish

& Wildlife’s Methodology for ranking the Climate
Change Vulnerability of Species. WDFW!'s approach
includes rating each species’,climate sensitivity and
exposure:-~These two.rankings are then averaged for

a climate vulnerability ranking. The Tribe developed-a
non-climate vulnerability ranking to capture species’
relative risk and adaptability to factors such as human-
caused development, predator/prey relationships, or
low.population numbers. Confidence rankings were
assessed based on the availability of scientific research.
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Destructive practices, such as using rakes and other
tools; canddamage or even kill bushes.-Development at

higher élevations cam limit suitable habitat. Improved * -
recreational access to traditional huckleberry ranges 0
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Change in habitat
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