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CONSERVATION
CONSIDERATIONS

CLIMATE NON-CLIMATE CONFIDENCE

LOW - MODERATE

Physiological, phenological, or ecological factors to

LOW

consider when planning conservation projects:

» Chokecherries are generally tolerant to wildfire and other
disturbances

CALL TO ACTION

» Chokecherries disperse seeds over long distances via

ChOkECherrY birds and mammals, increasing the chance of successful

reproduction

» Protect wetland ecosystems Prunusvirginiana

Pheto Credit: uaf.edu

» Research climate impacts OVERVIEW

Vulnerability Rankings Methodology

» Research additional threats Chokecherries are oftenfound in"open woodlands,
prairie hillsides, and aloRgsiocky bluffs, canyons,

roadsides, streams, and springs at lower elevations:
This plantiis at great risk due to changes in flooding
and precipitation patterns, especially from early
snowmelt..Due tortheir proximity to rivers, they are
alsoimpacted by dams‘and water management
regimes: There are also concerns about fungi

that impact chokecherries in northern Idaho, but
researchers are unsure how climate change might
impact the spread of fungi:

These priority species have been assessed for

climate and noh-climate vulnerability using'a process
adapted from the‘Washington Department.of Fish &
Wildlife’s Methodology. for.ranking.the' Climate Change
Vulnerability of Species. WDFW'’s approach includes

rating each species’ climate sensitivity and exposure.

These two rankings are then averaged.-for a climate

vulnerability ranking. The Tribe developed a non-climate
vulnerability ranking to capture species’ relative risk

and-adaptability to factors such as human-caused
development, predator/prey relationships, or low
population numbers. Confidence rankings were assessed

based on the availability of scientific research.



Climate Chfange

» Increasing temperatures will alter precipitation and
flooding patterns, raising the risk of spring flooding
that can damage the plant.

» Risingtemperatures will also drive motre frequent
wildfirestand greater evaporation, reducing soil
moisture.

Fungi

Chokecherry is'susceptible to black knot fungus and
otherfungal pathogens that cause stem decay. These
fungi cause stem decay, stunting growth or killing the |
plant entirely.

Photo Credit: Utah State -University
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